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I* CURR-VT IITT'CR^IaL SITtiATION 
Ao Stability of tha Boi^ aie 

1* Popular Discontent and Raiationji ^wng the top Leader- 
ship * ISvidenca exists of oiddsprcad discontent amo ng the Aihans an 
people, the overwhelming majority of whom are opposed to the pre- 
sent Coummlat regiiio of linver liosdia. The regime maintains Itself 
in poTOT solely by police terror and by strict control of all means 
of subsietenoe. The secret police, controlled by the I’inister of 
the Interior Lt» Qeno Mehmet Shshu, has developed a vast net of 
local spies who keep close watch over the population. In addition, 
the Ministry of Interior has special pursuit battalions, which 
operate chiefly in the mountainous areas, v/here they track down 
isolated active resistance groups and spread terror among the 
peasantry* Either naans used by tho regime to cow the people into 
submission ax^ the village guard, composed of a fen faithf\xl com- 
muniet rufflansi agitators from among the Communist youth organiza- 
tion! and formations of the regular army, which is at present 
numerically stronger than over before in the history of modem 
Albania* Through all of these means the Uoxha regime controls the 
situation, and its stability is not likely to be threatened in the 
immediate future by an organized internal revolt* 

Purges of the top leadership of the Albanian Canenunista have 
been extensiye since the advent of Coimunism in late 19lii, The 
current leadership, composed of General of -Uie Army Enver Hoxha, 

Lt, den. Hehnet Shehu, and Major Generals Bedri Spahiu and Hysni 
Eapo, appears to be working cohesively, although there is an under- 

I 
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currant of rivalry for power betwaon Hoxha and Slwhu dating fton 
the war. However, I!oscow seeas to p(refer that Iloxha r emaln at the 
holm because of his popularity ojxmQ party members and some army 
omoorsj and as long as Floxha enjoys the Kremlin»s fevor, Shshu»s 
chances of pupplanting him remain slim. It will be recalled that 
by early 19h8 aU of the top leaders except Hoxha had boen shouldered 
aside by Haxha»8 powerfta rival, Kod loxe, Hoxha handled this 
situation so well in the critical spring and sunmer of 19lj8 that he 
mastered the ttareat to his position posed by Xoxe, ai^ later hod . 
him executed. His other rival, Shehu, although a capable mlUtary 
man, is undistinguished as a politician. 

Octroi of the Police and Armed Fbroes . Although the 
rank and file of the /’Ibanian Anny appear to detest the present 
reglie, most of the officers and politruks are falthlUl party 
raonbOTS* Above these are Kehmet Shehu, who has a flm control of 
all security forces, and itorer Hoxha, who is Commander in Chief and 
Iflnister of National Cefsnse. Still hi^er aro the numerous Soviet 
MCB end military "experts" who are today the real masters of the 
Albanian armed forces and security forces. 

Dependdnce on Soviet Support 
^gnt of Soviet aid . The Soviet Union contributes 
both directly and indirectly to the support of the Hoadia regime. 
Economic aid, war materiel, and military and technical eo^perts 
constitute open, direct Soviet assistance. An estimated 1,CX)0 
Soviet military and civilian "experts" now hold key positions in 
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the police, military, and civil administrations as isiell as in th® 
top ecliolon of the party bureaus* Tlie i, oortanc ;3 of the econcmiic 
aid may bo gauged by the fact tliat without this aid fircm the USSR 
and its satellites tho country's ocdnomy would collapse within a 
few months. In apito of Albania's present geographic isolation 
fto:n the other Soviet orbit countries, the Hoxha regine remains 
in the Soviet grip, largely because of the complete awareness 
of the Alban5.an top lea^iorship that its very existence depends \Aolly 
on moral, political, and economic aid fro.: T-oscow* 

■2o HULitary and Political Agreements , ^^uring tho post- 
war period ’Ibania has concluded mutual assistance parts only with 
Yugoslavia (July 19ii6)^ and Buigaaria (December 19U7). Until Juno 
19U3, when Yiigoslavla broke vdth the Coninforra, the Albanian 
Government was in effect a puppet of Llardial TltOe The conslusion 
of the Albanian-Juigarlan mutual assistance treaty was reportedly 
origlnally agreed to by Tito and Bulgarian Prims T^inlater Dlicitrov 
as a preliminary step toward making Albania eventually a member of 
a projected i3alkan federation con^sed initially of Yugoalavia aid 
Bulgaria. 

^nee Albania has not signed any mutual assistance treatias 
with the Soviet Union or its present satellites other theui Bulgaria, 
It is virtually exeluded from the postwar alliance systam of tha 
USSR in ii*astwn and Southaaatazn Europa. IHiere have bean savoral 
x’eporta slnoa Jlily 19U8 that Albania has made unsuccess fbl overturaa 

1. Yugoslavia abrogated thio pact in November I 9 U 9 . 
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for the conclusion of open polit4.cal and nilltary agreements Td.th 
the Soviet Union and the other Soviet orbit countries, ftpobably 
because of Albania's geographically isolated position, ttxe Sovist 
Union appears to be uiHYilling at present to malce any political or 
military commitiwnts to the hcaha regime in the form of a mutual 
assistance pact. Ilor has Albania been granted membership in the 
Cominfom. 

Albania has, however, been admitted to the Council for Tntual 
Economic Assistance and has in the past three years signed several 
trade and credit agreements xvith the Soviet Union and its satellites. 
It is probable that most of these trade agreements have contained 
clauses for supplying Albania xvith mlUtary materiel. Also, special 
agreements, either verbal or in writing, dealing only with military 
matters have perhaps been concluded in the past severe years, al- 
though direct evidence of this is not available. All that is known 
is that frm 19li6 Albania has been sent armaments and other supplies 
for the Greek guerrillas fi-om the Soviet orbit countries, as well 
as military eqalptnent and technical advisers for its own army. 

There is reliable information that the Poliah-Albanian trade agree- 
ment of January IJJi? was actually drawn up in I'oseow, although 

\ 

signed in v.araaw, and that .Poland *8 major obligation was to supply 
•Albania with arms and to transport Csech arms and aaBaatltlon con- 
signed to Albanian ports troa Praha across l^iland to Gdynia. 

C. Reslstanos to the Regime 

Resietanee proups and Methods of Operation . In ^ 
addition to widespread dissatisfaction among the Albanian people 
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tosirard the Iloxha regime^ there has been some overt although pro* 

I 

bably not too effective rosiatance in the past few j^arse There 
is no definite information about ^eciflc resistance groups, but 
the Tirana authorities have themselves admitted that "diversionlst" 
elements, chiefly among the peasantry, have often ambushed axmiy 
transport conveys and state transport tracks, killed their drivers, 
and seized their supplies* In other instances local party and 
government officials have been assassinatedi on still other occasions 
fire has been set to state grain depots and factories, and economic 
sabotage, so far the most effective type of resistance, has been 
connnitted on the railways, in factoriet^ and elsewhere* hhen bought 
to trial, such "diverslonlsts" have been accused of being members 
Palli Kombetar or Lagaliteti, and followers of the northern 
tribal chiefs, such as the Kz^eeiu fSamily, the Tarka a;}(»ils or 
other tribal leaders* Kefugeee who have fled Albania in recent 
years have reported the existence of local underground orgpniza* 
tlons, such as the "I'lotlonal League of the Mountains^'' the "j^berty," 
the "Call," "Skanderbag," and "Bashkini i Kombit," but nothing 
definite is known of these organizatl<ms* In any evmt, sudi 
facta as the bombing of tbs Soviet Legation In Tirana in February 
1951 and the eatabllshnent id tbe past tvro years of a larga number 
of cpncentratlon camps in many parts of Albania indicate 
existence of some open reeistanee to the HofXha regime* 

2 * Relationship Among Reeletanca Qroupe * Despite their 
common desire to rjUl Albania of the Connunist reghne, there does 
not appear to be any aooperatd.on among the various resistance 
groups and no definite political alms or program in comnon* 
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Indsodf on several Instances some of these groups have vitiated 
their worl: by thpir attempts to belittle each othor*s acti.vitie8 
and political beliefs. The situation is aw 5 >licated still 
further by tlie fact that agents infiltrated by intelligence agencies 
of Creece and iugoslavia and parachuted from Italy work at cross 
purposes, creating confbsion and frustration among indigenous re- 
sistance elements and asiong the population at large. The fVictions, 
animosities, and Jealousies caused b7 these various agents have 
also frequently contributed to their detection and liquidation 
by Shehu*s sep'ority pursuit battalions. 

3o Relatio nship Between Reslstanee Or onps and 
Movements . Lost of the resistance groups in Albania at present 
, appear to derive their ineplration, and probably their directl<m, 
from the Committee for a Free Albania, an affiliate of the 
National Committee for a Brae Europe, which has its operational 
headquarters in Rome, although the Committee itself has its seat 
In new York, where it also publishes its organ, Shqiperia . So ter 
the most effective operation of the Coimslttee has been the print- 
ing in Horae and the dropping into Albania of juppaganda leaflets . 

The reaction to these leaflets appears to have been great. Evidence 
of this is ttM anelety eaqireesed by the Tlrena regime in its 
notes of protest to Italy, as well as the numerous Albanian 
fugitives who have bron Inspired by the leaflets to cross into 
Greece with the hope of Joining the Gonaittee in its struggle to 
liberate A lba ni a from Oommunlsm. It now aqppears that the Cont- 
ndttee for a fYpe Albania is considered by the gwat majoilty of 
the Albanian people as the representative body abroad which is 
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offering effective resistance to the proHt’oscow regime of driver 
noxha« 


Of the three groups v.liidi compose the Committee — the 
National Agrarian Democratic Part 7 Balll Kombetar headed by 
Hasan Dosti, the legality Party headed by Abas lAilch irorks 
fbr the restoration of ex-King Zog, and the League of Peasants 
and Villagers headed by Said Kryezlu — Balll Kombetar has the 
strongest fblLowing In southern Albania, the Legality Party In 
central and northern Albania, and Kryesiu's group in the most 
northern tip of Albania and in the Yugoslav provinces of Kosovo 
and i.<etohiya, nhich are occupied largely by Albanians* 

In addition to the Consnittee for a ^'ree Albania and its ooot- 
ponent organizations, thsro is in Italy HLloku Kombetar !D«iepaodent 
made up of Albanians rtio cooperated faithfully with Fascist Italy 
both before and during the ear* This group norks fex* the re- 
storation of Italian influence in Albania and is said to have the 
full support of the Italian Government* Its organ, L*Albaoie Libre, 
is published nith Ainds supplied by the Italian Iiavy* Some of 
its members have been paradinted by Italian pluies into central 
and northern Albania, in irhidi areas they have orgeuilzed active 
resistanoe bands and have encouraged peasantry to cany on 
economic sabotage and other anti-government activities* 

f 

nie x^cently created. League of Albanian Folitioel nefhgecs 
in lugoslavia is eonqposed of Albanians, mostly ComRunlsts, eho 
have escaped into that countary since 19U8. It claims to represent 
soma 5,0CX) Albanian refugees in Yuj^slavia and to work for "an 
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Independent^ free^ indivisible^ deraocratlCji and republican" 
Albania, Actually, this organization tras established by the 
Belgrade authorities as an instrunent for Ibrthering lugoslav 
designs concerning /Vlbania, such as infiltrating agents, spread- 
ing pro-Tito and anti-hoacha propaganda, and encouraging other 
Albanians to flee into lugoslaviaa Under present dreumstancss, 
the League of Albanian T^alitical Itefugees in Yugoslavia is in a 
position to harrass the Hoxha regime effectivelyo 

In (ireece most of the Albanian refbgee orgianizations are 
composed of porsons l^om southern Albania (Northern Epirus) • 

They are usually called Epiroto societies, and they tioxic for the 
annexation of area to dreece, whose government has laid 
official claim to it* {Tost of the agents Infiltrated by the 
Chreeks into Albania for propaganda and espionage activities are 
Albanian "oslems from the border areas* As a rule, their 
activities are designed to spread pro-Creek propaganda among the 

s 

population and to entloo additional reibgeee into (hreece* Thalr 
activities, like those of the agents Infiltrated by Yugoslavia 
and by Blloku Kombetar Independent in Rnoe, are ehoUy unrelat«i 
to the operations of thoee agents infiltrated in tbs nsse of the 
Committee for a Fkwe Albania* In the past two years all sorts of 
agents have awamed into Albania^ ssdi of idiom has uoxked for 
the particular organiaation or state which sent him* 
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II O KXTEITT OF TTHESQfSTS AID CO^TLICTS IM ALBANIA OF ITALY, GREECE. 

AHO YTJQOSUVIA. 

A* Backgroimd of Foil tl cal, Kconcttaic^ and Strategic Intereets 
of Albania's Nelghbore 

1* Italy o Italy has taken a direct and active part in 
Albanian affairs since the beginning of this century* It stj^jported 
the creation of an independent Albania in 1912 primarily for 
strategic reasons, in order that Albania's long Adriat|o coast 
line, TThich at one point at Idle Strait of Otranto is less than 
50 miles from the Italian coast, might not fhll into hostile, 
paxticularly Russian, hands* Because of this predominantly stra** 
tegic Importance of the Albanian coast, Italy occupied the Island 
of Saseno in Vlore Bay in October I9IU and two monldia later 
Italian sailors and infantrymen landed at Vlore* In the spring 
of 1915 Italy concluded the secret Pact of London with the 
Entente Powers, articles 6 and 7 of which gave Italy fbll sover- 
eignty over Vlojre and ttie Island of Saseno, most of the ranainlng 
Albanian territory going to Serbia and Greece • Although Italy 
repudiated the clauses of the pact dealing rdth the partitlai of 
Albania and the Italian coianandar at Qjinokaster in Jana 1917 
proclaimed the independence of Albania undw the protection of 
Italy, the Veniaelos-Tittoni Agreaoent of July 1919 provJdad 
for the partition of Albania between Qreece and Italy, • fti-to 
agreement was later vetoed President Wilson, 

Italian troops remained in Albania until the summer of 1920, 
whan the Albanians, aided by indecision and confusion in Boias, 
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defeated the Italian garrison in Vlore and forced Italy to 
evacuate the Albanian mainlands Italy refused consistently^ 
honirever» to cede Albania the Island of Saaeno^ and during the 
Intemar p^lod tvmsd It Into a strong naval and submarine bases 
On November 9# 1921 the Ambassadors of Great Britain^ i^ance^ 
Italy, and Japan, knom collectively as tho Conference of 
Ambassadors, signed an agreement In which It was stated, inter 
alia, that should Albania find it at any time impossible to 
maintain Intact its terrltorlip. integrity the "Oovemnents of 
the British Empire, Ftenoe, Italy, and Japan will instruct their 
representatives on the Council of the League of Nations to re* 
ccmmend that the restoration of the territorial fTcmtiers of 
Albania should be entrusted to Italy. •••and that any modification 
of tho frontiers of Albania constitutes a danger for the strategic 

V 

safety of Italy.” Thus, tho then Qreat Powers gave Italy a 
virtual protectorate over Albania. l!'rDin this date until the 
capitulation of Italy in 19lO Italian influence predominated in 
Albania and was manlflssted financial loans to Zog*8 regime, 
Italian management of nearly all liqpoxtant Albanians eoononio 
■ enterprises, and Italian training and equipping of the Albanisn 
amsd forces. ^ a pact of ftlendshlp and security of 1926 
with Albania, Italy eatablishsd a legal basis for its sphere of 
influence, which was flurther strengthmed by a 20-year treaty 
of defensive alHanoe in 1^7o Thereafter Albsinla became for all 
practical purposes an Italian colony. In April 1939 Ifussolinl 
fixially invaded Albania and united Albania with Italy under the 
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Crown of King Victor Enanuol. Tha following yaor :?ussolini 
usod Albania as the base for an atten 5 >tad invasion of Qreeae« 

By the terms of the peace Treaty of 19U7, Italy roeognisad 
the ind^endence of Albania, to which it ceded the Island of 
Saseno. It renounced, moreover, all property, rights, concessions, ' 
and interests in Albania which had belonged to the Italian state 
or to Italian private institutions, as wbU as all claiins to 
special interests or Influence in that country* 

Soon aft^r tt» end of Viorld T<ar II, Italy sent a sdeslon 
to Albania to exanii» questions of interest to both countries, 
but the mission was soon asked to leave* It vras not until Uay 
19ii^ that dlpl(»iatlc relations between the two nations were 
reestablished, and later that year miniaters were flarfitiangwH 
between Tirana end Rone* 

As defined In statements emoting froa the Italian Foreign 
Office durina the past two years and confirmed by other Intelligenoe, 
Italy's policy regarding Albania is directed toward 
that country's independence, seeking Its ftiandahip, and restoring 
Italy's prewar eoononic and politioal Influence* In August and 
again in October of 19ii9> Italian Foreign Office souroes — rhmrt«*rt 
that continued Albanian indapendanoe and territorial integrity 
corresponded with Italian interests* An article in the April 30,19$1 
issue of Bsteri^ a fiaeis foreign policy bimonthly which is 
often to reZlsot Italian official views, called fbr revision of 
Article 29 of the Italian Peace Treaty of 19U7* Terming tiiis 
Article “unjust and illsgal,“ especially tiith reference to Italy's 
reparations commitments to Albania, Eaterl pointed to Albania's 
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stratogic importance and natural resources and observed that the 
Island of Saseno was only about $0 miles from Otranto, adding 
that the age-old Italian policy with regard to the Albanian coast 
rested on tliese two factors of economics and strategyo The 
article concluded that these two factors co':.pelled Italy to 
follow a policy favorable to tho existence of a sovereign and 
friendly Albania o 

Italy hopes to reestablish its influence in Albania through 
the Albanian exile group in Rome organised in the Bllolcu Kombetar 
Indeperxientj whoso leaders, as stated above, collaborated closely 
with Fascist Italy both before and during VIorld v.'ar II. Son« of 
these told important positions nm in Rome both in the govern- 
ment end in high educational Institutions . 

The present Italian policy regarding Albania is motivated 
not only by the hope of gaining fbture ocononic, strategic, and 
diplomatic advantages from good relations between the two 
countries, but also by apprehension over the possibility of a 
Yugoslav move into Albania in the event of ths Hoocha government's 
overthrow. In short, Italy definitely does not wish to see any 
other power establiA a foothold in the area, and prafbrs ths 
continuation of the status quo to the creatl(»i of a power vacuum 
into which Yugoslavia, and possibly (hreeoe, could move. In this 
contoetion Italy Is also suspicious of the designs of the British 
vls<-<a-vls Albania. In tbs interests of maintaining a itwV with 
the Albanian Government, however tenuous, Italy undoubtedly in* 
trends to keep its legation in Tirana, in spite of Communist re- 
strictions on its activities a 
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2o Cb?eeoa » Qreoce has never x*cocmdLled Itself to the 
existence of an independent Albania. It opposed the creation of 
an Albanian state in 1912 and occupied most of aoutliem Albania 
(^ich the Greeks call "Northern Epirus") 1912 to 1916 on 
the pretension that it eas Greek terzdtory and populated largely 
by Greeks o In 1926 the Greek Government reluctantly submitted 
to the request of the Conference of Ambassadors that Greece and 
Yugoslavia accept Albania *s irentiers as delimited in 1913 f but 
Greece never gave up its claim to Northern Epirus^ ehi^ it 
demands on historical^ ethnical, strategic, and economic grounds » 
Since the beginning of Ifiorld uar ZI Albania has been a 
thorn in the Greeks* aldeo It v&b trom Albania that **u88olini*s 
forces attacked Greece ^ October 19liO, and it was in Albania 
that a large number of Greek Communists took refugee and re» 
organized after the Varkiza agreement of B'ebruary 19U5« 

19U6 to 19li9 Albania ^7a8 the chief base from which the (h;«ek 
Communist rebels launched their repeated attacks cm the Greek 
National Army, became their sanctuary when they were de» 
feated by the Greek forces» Even at present groups of Greek 
Comnon^sts, trained in Poland and other satellite countries, are 
shipped into Albania and thence infiltrated into Greece with tba 
oonnlvanos and support of the Tirana authorltieSo 

In the opinion of Greek offleiale, the ideal solution to 
the Albanian problem would be the partition of that country 
between Greece and Yugoslavia. However, they are aware that 
such an event is not likely to occur, and for this reason the 

SECRET 
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Qpoek Foreign Office drafted a paj^er a fair years ago in vihich 
it suggested that the best solution to the Albanian problem 
would be a union betweai an "independent” Albania and Greece, 
with the i^ng of Greece reigning in both countries* 

The Greeks would probably prefer the present regirae in 
Albania as long as they fear Yugoslav or Italian domination 
tiiere and have no Allied assurances that such domination will 
not occur, and as long as the Iloxha regime does not revive la3rg9««CBle 
support of the Greek guezTillaso 

The Greeks can be expected to move into southern Albania 
if Albania is evw invaded by Yugoslavia* ^tilltapy cooperation 
between (hreeca and Yugoslavia for the defense of the area is 
possible, but nd^t bresdc down so long as the Greeks suspect 
Yugoslav intentions with regard to Albania and Aegean ^-acedonia* 
Chreece, like Italy and Yugoslavia, is harboring a large 
OMiiiber of Albanian reft^ees, most of whom have cone Aram southern 
Albania and are call ed "Northern Epirote" by the Greeks. As of 
June 19^1, there were in Greece 5#673 "Northern Epirots," a 
name exiled to Albanian refugees vdio are members of the Greek 
“Orthodox Church and are considered of Greek origin, and U50’ 
"Albanians," probably meaning Albanian lioelems* The Greek Govern^ 
ment generally does not permit the "Northern %)irots" to enigrata 
and does not allow tton to becoae Cfreak cit leans • They are eg>- 
parently held in reoerva in oanps along the Albanian border, 
especially at Yanaina, to be used for any eventuality in Southern 
Albania* Sane of those in the Yhnnlna camp are to be 
formed la military units and Bare probably trained by the Greek Any. 
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i£ifi22i22i2* Serbia and l-ontenogro before T/orld V;ar I 
and the Xinj-dom of iTigoslavia after the war, were opposed to the 
principle of an independent Albania, chiefly for stratesie and 
economic reasons o Serbia submitted to the will of the Great 
Powers in 1?13, whai Albania's botmdarles were originally de- 
limited, but only after as many Albanians wore left under Serbian 
domination as vrere included in the Albanian state* During and 
immediately after World war I the Serbs occupied nearly of 
northern Albania, and withdrew in 1921 beyotxi the 1913 ftontier 
only after stieng proasiae was brought to bear by the League of 
Datlonso Finally in 1926 the Yugoslav Qovamnent acc^ted as 
daflnitivo the firontier with Albania as delimited by the Con- 
ference of Ambaesadora, and since then no Yugoslav Governnent 
has officially advanced any territorial dlaims on Albania* Aside 
from a brief period in l92lt-20 when Belgrade assisted Ahmet Bey 
Zogu (later King Zog I) to return to Albania and overthrow Bishop 
Fan Noll's revolutionary government, Yugoslavia was unable to 
exercise any influence in Albania before the outbreak of World 
War n because of Italian domination of that country* Daring 
World War n Tito managed to obtain contra through AlbanLan Ccn- 
monists of the Albandan National Idberatiim riovemsnt^ whidi he 
directed through his own emissaries attached to the headquarters 
of the Albanian Army of KatlonAL liberation* Erom late ISAtJt, 
when the Albanian Oonammists assumed control of the country, to 
June 191*8, Albania was a piqppet of llarshal Tito* 

Tfliile since his break with the Cominfbrm in June Tito 
has publicly been the champion of Albania's ixulependonce, sover— 
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eignty, and territorial Integrity and has repeatedly conderaned 
Greek territorial claims on Albania and alleged Greek proposale 
that Yugoslavia and Greece partition that country between them- 
selves, Ms actual intentions appear to be the creation in Tirana 
of a pro-Tito, anti-iToscow regime and the reversion of Albania 
to its dependent status of 19Ui^8« It was probably with thip 
end in view that he ciwated at Priaren in T^ay 1951 the "League 
of Albanian PoUtical Refugees in Yugoslavia'' vdth a program for 
a "firee, democratic. Independent, indivisible, and repiAlican 
Albania," The League, which also declared itself against the 
Viestom-supported Committee for a Eree Albania and other Albanian 
exiles living in t<e8tem countries and in Greece, is reported to 

bo recexving considerable Ainds from the Yugoslav Govemnant, 

was 

whose purpose in organising tho I«aguo/roportedly the creation 
of a weU-knit corps of Albanians sympathetic to the Yugoelav 
regime, which in the event of a political uphaval in Albania 
could take power as a govertwont friendly to Tito, The League's 
chief function at present appears to be to assist and keep in 
touch with eome 1^,000 Al b a niap refugees in Yugoslavia, so that 
at an advantageous moment they can be assembled and organised, 
and to Infiltrate agents into AXbaziLa for esjdonage and sidyveraion, 
dissemination of antl^^Ooxha and pro-Tito propaganda, and assistanee 
to local leaders with pro^ito JLeanings in escaping to Tugoslavla* 
B, Possibllitlea of a Omnnnanisa 

Current _^tonfljxt8 and Mutual ^usjgiclgiiso ESver 
Albania was isolated geographically from the Cominform countries 

SECHE7F 
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it has become a bone of contention amcaio Italy, lareece, and Yvgo- 
slavia, each of trhldi is attenpting to establish a position from 
wliicti it can dociinato that country in the event of the overthrotr 
of the Hoxha regliaeo For this reason, each has been alert to, 
and has expressed sensitivoness over, any laov© made either of 
the others TOlative to Albania* The Yugoslava have irevived the 
charge which they made tnlginally at the I>aris Peace Caiference 
in 19l*6, to the effect that Qreeee had privily suggested to them 
tlie partition of Alba n ia between thmoselveso They have also 
given notice that they would object to ai^ unilateral action on 
the part of Oroece to Invade Albania, and have officially ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction against the alleged dropping by Italian 
planes of parachutists and leaflets into Albania^scane of which, 
including two parachutists, were inadvertently dropped into Yugo- 
slav territory early this year* The Yugoslavs have also waged 
in the past several months a propaganda campaign against Italy 
relative to Albania, accusing Home of encouraging the Albaniaa 
political exHes in Italy in their campaign for the creation 
of an "ethnic Albania," that is, an Albania which would Include 
the Yugoslav provincaa of Kosovo and r^stcMya, both populated 
chleily by Albanians* 

Greece has also shown tUMasiness over Italy's intentions 
toward Albania and has abated officially that it would not 
countenance any solution to the Albanian problem in Tdiioh Orcieoe 
was xK>t consulted* At the same time. Bone's recmrent statements 
that Italy stands fbr the independence and territorial integrity 
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of Albania have been aimed at both toioee and lu^oslavia. 

Zo Areas of Probable Agreement o Ttere appears to be 
efficient ground for a satisfactory solution of the Albanian 
pro':)lem betneen Italy and Yugoslavia provided these two oountries 
arrive at a general agreement bortneen themselves and settle mors 
important Issues, such as that of TMLesteo Both countries have 
eoroe out offictolly for the preservation of Albania's independence 
and tarritorial integrity; neither has advanced political or 
economic claims on Albania. The area of disagreement is, there* 
fore» narrowsd doim to tlie type of regime that trould be acceptable 
to Belgrade and Rome in the event of the fall of the Hcacha govern* 
oent* 

Belgrade nay not be enacted to oquleace in a nee Albanian 
regime c<Mq) 08 ed idioUy of the ultra^natlonallst folloinsrs of 
BLU&u Kombetar Indepaident , most of iivhom held high positions in 
Kosovo and Uetohiya after those ^^oslav provinces eare annexed 
to Albania by Italy in August 19lil* They have also come out 
for the reannexation of these provinces and the creation of an 
"ethnic** and "greater" Albaxda at the axpenee of lugoalavia. Her 
nay Rome be ei^eted to sanction a go v er nme n t In Albani.ft composed 
ehoUy of Yugoslav stooges* However^ sofflcieni pressure trm 
the Western Posers, the complete isolation of Albanian element# 
who are identified too Closely mitli Rome or Belgrade,, and ae* 
suranoes fron the kiaatem roners of a TOverelgn and indepe n dent 
Albania nay induoe the Italian apd %igoaIav Qoven uae nte to accept 
a new regime at Tirana eonpoaed of unoonproniaed and moderate eiemiits* 

SECRST 

Approved For Release 2000/09/11 : ClA-t^b^i79R01 01 2A001 200030001 -3 



SECRET 


19 


Approved For Rej^e 2000/09/11 : CIA-RDP79R01012Aqj1^00030001-3 

There is no likelihood of a conpronise botirecn Italy and 
lugoBlavia by a division of spheres of influences lo Albania, 
as lugoslavia would not tolorate a resxirsencG of Italian influence 
in the Balkanso 


Because of its persistent claims to "Nortliem Rpirus," 

Ureece would find it n»re difficult to arrive at an international 
understaxxiin“ on the Albanian question* Any new regi-e recognised 
, by tlie '."estem i-'owers would mean to the Greeks the and of their 
clalnis for "Horthearn Bpirus*” Nor will Chreece tolerate a pro- 
Tito or -ro-Italian x^egime in Albania* The Greeks will, there- 
fore, press for Allied assurances against Tugoslav and ItdLian 
aspirations in Albania* They will also perhaps want to be in- 
formed of British and American plans and intentions concerning 
Albania* 

However, eon^etent observers of (hreek affairs feel that a 
Yugoslav assurance on Aegean I'acedonia and a British promise 
of the eventual retinm of Cyprus to Greece would probably make 
tlie Greeks mcne amenable to a solution that would give Albania 
a government truly representative of the Albanian people, inde- 
pendent of foreign influences, and friendly to Greece* 
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IV. OOKPrilOTIHG IlTOEl^STS A2n> SKCTJR17Y OF HI : AIHSA 

A. Probable Attitude of Alljanltt»a Heitlibors Forward 
A New Re/:lroe 

I« Beliavlor of neiLlaboya will depend on what 
elements supoeed llo3dm«a rerliMi . In the event of a success- 
ful Insurrection against the HoXlia renime by Albanian non- 
Ooiatunist elements, Italy, Greece, and Iti^coslavia my not 
Intervene directly to influence the suoceeaor recine, but 
each may be expected to v/ork feverishly to win to its side 
the leaders of the new (pvornment, prob*ibly in ttie same 
loannex as they did between 1920 and 192b, with Italy then 
winning out beoau: e it was the most powerful of the three 
and because it could offer larger amounts of economic and 
military assist: nee. 

If Hoxlia’s overthrow is acconpllsiied by purely Albanian 

eletaents who are independent of Albanians tlireo neighbors 

but under the direction of the ’.restern powers, the activities 

of Rone, Athens, and Bolg ade my be expected to be confined 

to political and eooncxalo loaneuvering to win over the new 

Covernjfient . However, should the leadership of a movement 

to oust the Hoxha rogliae bo controlled by any one of the 

neighboring governments, or by such crganizatlons as the 

League of tbe Albanian Political Refugees in Yugoslavia, 

the Blloku Kombetar independent in Rome, or the Eplrotio 

societies in Greece, serious friction, although probably 

no actual hostilities, nay arise, leading perhaps to the 

occupation of aouthnm Albania by Greece, northern Albania 
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by Xtjcoslavia, and Saseno Island and Vlore Day and its 
envipona by Italy, 

2# Nature of the probable aupoeasor re|giiae . 

The nature of the new rot;h.ae in Albania In the event of 

a auooeasful revolt ai:u .nst Koxha will depend on the 

eleioenta lead.n^j tlie revolt. A palace revolt, irtiich 

under .ireaent oirevBaatanoes aeoMs to be tlie aoct likely 

« 

way in which the Stul '.nlai: fp’oup tiei.ded by Shehu aiKl 
Hoxha ral£:ht be unseated, could bring about a left-wing 
rei;lrae composed chiefly of d agruntled anti-Moscow 
Communis i: 8 and left— wint* arr.iy officers. Such a regime 
would probably be patterned at f urst on tliat of Tito, 
although it would noc necessarily be tied to Tito if It 
obtained d root military, political, and especially 
economic support from the US, the UK, and Prance. In 
tlie long i*un such a regime would perliaps fall in to the 
hands of Albanian intellectuals and professional raan, 
the country's democratio elements, loosb of whom are 
currently lantuiahin:^ in prisons and i’orced labor swid 
concentration camps, ass. sted by cezdsain independent 
emigre elements who are not at present working wita any 
of the recognized exile groups. 

Should, however, the Hpxha reg.lne be overthrown by 
internal and external non- Comuni st elonients, tlie 

successor regime would in all probability be composed at 
the outset chiefly of leading elements tliat make up the 
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Ooimnittee for a Free Albania. But in vievr of the distrust 

V 

and Ideoloiiioal differences exist inc amont; these elements, 
the stability of such a rej.; 4;i0 lalGlat be short-lived. The 
problem would then probably bo resolved by the restoration 
of ex-Kinc Zoc, and the formation of a national Govex*niaent 
firmly under his control, composed of all non-Conn.iunist 
elements. 

Qualified observers of Albanian affairs are of the 
opinion tiiat even thougji in the prewar days Zo^'s popularity 
was confined to the privileged classes in Albania, Ills stand 
a^^alns : Pf^soist Italy just prior of its invasion of Albania, 
his ocns* stent pro-Alliod policy durinc the war, and tlie 
vicissitudes and (tenoral oppression and economic suffering 
of the populace under the present CoRiitinj.st regl.-e have 
enlianced his landing among the people. Under present con- 
ditions, Zog would probably receive an almost universal 

not 

welcome, y6nly in central Albania, v/here he had Ms greatest 
following during Mk reign as king, but in other parts of 
the Qountry as well, and would be welcomed by a large 
section of t^ Albanian Anoy. Furthermore, he is believed 

to be the only leader who could restrain the various right- 

/ 

wing groups fi*oni eiabark-ng on mass reprisals against persons 
who have, either wiLllni.ly or by force, collaborated with 
the Comiunist regiia or differ ideologioali-/ among them- 
selves, such, for Inatanoe, as is the case with the 
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followers of the National A{:rnrian Doj.iocri.tlo Pnrty 


Korabetar and the iieiabers of tlie pro-Itallan Blloku Kombe^ 
Independent , irtiose antujjonisjii liac boon mia'^ated sx.ioe 
Italy invaded Albania on April ’/, 1939* Uoreovor, Zog 
would probably be accoptablo to Italy and Ureoce. 
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